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Introduction
Treepoints mission to confront the climate crisis has seen us strive to maximise
the additionality of our projects, ensuring they offer the greatest possible impact
on reducing global emissions. This responsibility has also meant we aim to
support projects that offer the largest possible co-benefit to some of the world’s
most vulnerable communities and ecosystems. These groups are often the least
responsible for climate change, but the most negatively impacted by it.
For that reason, when selecting our tree planting and offsetting projects, we aim
to balance between the largest possible emissions reduction, whilst also
maximising our assistance to the development of the world’s most vulnerable
communities and ecosystems. We do this by supporting projects with the
greatest alignment with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). To
ensure the maximum possible benefit, we have developed our qualitative risk
assessment to help us select the best projects.
Although the following qualitative matrix offers our generalised approach when
selecting our projects, it does not consider project-specific characteristics.
Individual projects often attempt to overcome potential shortcomings, making an
added effort to increase their additionality and to support further SDGs. A
detailed outline of each project we support can be found on our blog.

What Do We Mean by Additionality?
Additionality means that the project's greenhouse gas emissions removal would
not have occurred without the income from carbon credits. The cost of a carbon
credit should represent the additional finance required to enable a project that
reduces emissions (compared to counterfactual) to be financially viable.
The additionality of the projects we work with are verified by independent thirdparty standards, ever being the Gold Standard or the Verified Carbon Standard,
improving the likelihood of additionality.

What Are the Sustainable
Development Goals?
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 global goals created by the UN
in 2016, intending to create a more sustainable world. These broadly assist

developing countries in tackling climate change, reducing poverty, strengthening
the

population's

sustainability.

health,

preserving

ecosystems

and

growing

economic

We ensure all our projects support at least three SDGs, whilst prioritise projects with

the widest possible benefit to communities and biodiversity. Although all our
projects must support SDG 13 being climate action.

The United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals

Our stance on:
Renewable energy projects
Since we started Treepoints in October 2020, there
have been a growing number of studies questioning
the additionality of renewable energy projects.
Evidence suggests that in many countries, the cost
of renewable energy has reduced to the point that
the main renewable energy technologies are costeffective in all but least developed countries (LDC).
In many of these countries, people still rely on
traditional biomass or fossil fuels for their energy.
Renewable energy projects in these countries could
displace the demand for fossil fuels and be eligible
for producing carbon credits.
In non-LDC countries, these projects no longer need finance from the sale of carbon
credits to be viable. Based on this new research, going forwards we will only be
purchasing credits from heavily analysed renewable energy projects in LDCs to ensure
their additionality.

Our stance on:
Emissions reduction vs carbon removal
There is increasing amounts of evidence to suggest that in order to meet mid-century
net zero emissions targets, we are going to have to develop carbon capture and
removal technology that scrubs greenhouse gas emissions directly from the
atmosphere.
Although in the short term high-quality emission reductions have the same effect on the
atmosphere as carbon removal, carbon removal has the key advantage that it scrubs
emissions permanently from the atmosphere, with no risk of not being additional.
Since this technology does not yet exist on a large-scale, we currently support other
greenhouse gas emissions reduction projects (such as landfill gas capture, and efficient
cookstoves), but we hope to add carbon capture technology to our portfolio as it
becomes more widely available.

Projects

Additionality
Rating:
High
SDG Rating:
Medium

Landfill Gas Extraction
Pros/Additionality:
Has a high likelihood of being additional. This is mainly because
carbon revenues have a relatively large impact on the profitability of
these project types, due to the global warming potential of methane.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Landfill gas extraction can face issues regarding measuring baseline
emissions, which can result in intentional or unintentional overcrediting.
Wider SDG Impact:
Such projects can create sustainable growth, supporting local supply
chain opportunities and high-quality jobs creation, alongside
providing sustainable energy for local communities. Nevertheless,
most new jobs are often highly skilled, offering little support for low
skilled labour without providing local labour force training.

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Carbon Capture Storage
Pros/Additionality:
CCS involves drawing CO2 directly from the air or large CO2 sources
such as power plants. It can then be stored in the ground or utilized to
produce new fuels, chemicals, or other materials containing carbon
dioxide. CCS has a genuine need for carbon finance due to high
implementation costs.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Certain CCS project sub-types remain controversial among some
groups for entrenching the fossil fuel industry and for eliminating
emissions while not providing any co-benefits to local communities.
The permanence of CCS projects has been questioned due to the risks
of the percolation of carbon into the ocean or the atmosphere from
geological storage sinks.
Wider SDG Impact:
CCS projects often create highly skilled jobs and little opportunity for
low skilled labour. Alongside offering minimal support for supply chain
development. Additionally, high energy use during the capture process
can reduce local affordable energy supplies.

Additionality
Rating:
High

SDG Rating:
Low

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Projects

Additionality
Rating:
High

SDG Rating:
Very Low

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Industrial Gas Projects
Pros/Additionality:
Generally considered likely to be additional. They use end-of-pipe
technology to abate emissions and do not generate significant
revenues other than credit sales.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
HFC-23 and adipic acid projects have triggered strong criticism
because of their relatively low abatement costs, which provide
perverse incentives and generated huge profits for plant
operators.
Wider SDG Impact:
Such projects can offer little co-benefit to wider communities,
creating few opportunities for employment across both highly
skilled and low skilled labour.

Biomass Power
Pros/Additionality:
By using renewable fuel, biomass projects reduce local waste whilst
decreasing emissions by replacing fossil fuel-intensive based power
generation. Additionally, projects mostly involve capturing methane
emissions, preventing waste from rotting in the open air.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Biomass projects face issues demonstrating that the biomass used is
renewable. Furthermore, many countries have set up domestic support
schemes to promote the use of biomass power generation, bringing
into question the additionality of carbon credit revenues.
Wider SDG Impact:
Such projects can create affordable and sustainable energy for local
people, whilst also creating inclusive growth through local employment
and supply chain opportunities. The supplying of methane digesters to
individual families can reduce household costs and improve health by
replacing fossil fuels for cooking and heating with cheaper and
cleaner biogas. Although large scale biomass plants can lack the
benefits family held biomass unit’s supply.

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:
Medium/High

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Projects

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:
High

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Reforestation
Pros/Additionality:
Tree planting is considered an effective way of removing carbon from
the atmosphere. As trees grow they turn CO2 into solid carbon stored
in their trunks and roots. Reforestation projects can also provide
considerable co-benefits to local communities and enhance native
biodiversity.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Uncertainty is higher in quantifying emissions in comparison to other
project types. Carbon removal from the atmosphere is not immediate
as newly planted trees will take several decades to achieve emissions
sequestration. There remains a risk of monoculture tree plantations,
leading to a reduction in coverage by native forests.
Wider SDG Impact:
As well as creating ecosystems for the development of native
biodiversity, reforestation can have co-benefits in supporting the
development of local jobs and livelihoods, creating a good source of
food and supplies for dependent communities.

Avoided Deforestation (REDD+)
Pros/Additionality:
REDD+ projects channel finance, technology, and education to forestdependent rural communities who otherwise lack resources. The
project works to transform local economies so that they no longer
have to depend on cutting down the forest for income.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Baseline accounting problems exist, with the threat to the protected
area sometimes being overstated. The legitimacy of avoided
deforestation projects can be questioned on the grounds that
deforestation halted in a project area simply moves someplace else
through a phenomenon known as “leakage.” Whilst we accept there is
a leakage risk, we believe it to be project-specific.
Wider SDG Impact:
The avoidance of deforestation protects the continued development of
biodiversity, alongside having wider co-benefits for community
development similar to reforestation, whilst also helping create new
sustainable economic activity to replace deforestation.

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:
High

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Projects

Additionality
Rating:
Low

SDG Rating:
Medium

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Wind Power
Pros/Additionality:
Avoids emissions that are generated by fossil fuels. Evidence
suggests that micro-wind power projects in LDCs can be
additional and contribute to Sustainable Development Goals
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Due to the widespread introduction of domestic support schemes
and the significant decrease of wind power costs, we consider the
additionality of wind power projects as generally questionable in
countries that aren't LDCs.
Wider SDG Impact:
The construction of wind farms can create significant temporary
local employment throughout their construction, alongside some
long-term employment. Also providing a local source for
affordable sustainable energy. Nevertheless, some concern
regarding potential damage of biodiversity during windfarm
creation, alongside the use of non-local workers during
construction.

Hydro Power
Pros/Additionality:
Avoids emissions that are generated by fossil fuels. Similarly to wind
power, anecdotal evidence suggests that small-hydro power
projects (less than 10MW) in LDCs can be additional.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
Due to the fact that hydropower is common practice in many
countries, the limited impact of credit revenues on the profitability of
hydropower plants and the competitiveness of hydropower with
fossil electricity generation in many cases, we consider the
additionality of hydropower projects as questionable, especially for
large hydropower.
Wider SDG Impact:
The construction and operation of hydropower projects can provide
significant local employment, alongside providing a source of
sustainable energy. Nevertheless, the construction of certain projects
has been linked to the widespread displacement of local
populations, alongside the destruction of biodiversity.

Additionality
Rating:
Low

SDG Rating:
Medium

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Projects

Additionality
Rating:

Waste Heat Recovery
Pros/Additionality:
Waste heat utilization includes generally energy efficiency measures,
where the thermal content of hot waste gases that would be vented in
the absence of the project activity is used for heating purposes,
replacing fossil fuel use. High uncertainty in additionality, however
generally considered more additional if implemented in existing plants
rather than greenfield plants.

Medium

SDG Rating:
Medium

Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
The general issue with such projects is that the use of waste heat is a
standard practice in many integrated industrial facilities. This makes it
very difficult to rule out that waste heat has not been used in some
form before project implementation, which may inflate baseline
emissions.

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Wider SDG Impact:
Such projects can provide additional employment, alongside
potentially increasing affordable electricity supplies. Nevertheless,
increased employment opportunities are often low and are mostly
high skilled.

Clean Cookstoves
Pros/Additionality:
Cookstove projects offer significant emissions reductions by reducing
the burning of wood and subsequent deforestation, which without the
project would have taken place.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
In urban areas, the additionality of these project types is questionable.
Cookstove projects are also likely to considerably over-estimate the
emission reductions due to a number of unrealistic assumptions and
default values.

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:
Very High

Wider SDG Impact:
They often help vulnerable families in developing countries gain
access to energy and cooking solutions that are better for their health,
cheaper to run and require less natural resources. Stoves often save
time collecting wood, especially for women, allowing greater time for
education and employment. Whilst the construction and distribution of
stoves provide greater employment opportunities.
Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Projects

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:
Very High

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Borehole Drilling
Pros/Additionality:
Borehole technology provides safe drinking water for vulnerable
communities, reducing the burning of firewood used for water
purification and decreasing carbon dioxide pollution which would
have otherwise taken place.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
A lack of borehole maintenance can limit the extent and timeframe
of emissions reduction. Boreholes are often seen to inflate the
additionality due to broad assumptions, notable a failure to consider
that clean water was previously sourced from other clean water
sources rather than through boiling for purification.
Wider SDG Impact:
Boreholes provide substantial health benefits through their provision
of clean drinking water, alongside reducing the time used to boil
water and collect firewood, a task often completed by women.
Whilst the construction and maintenance of boreholes can provide
local employment opportunities.

Peatland Restoration
Pros/Additionality:
The restoration of peatland restores its capacity to absorb and store
carbon from the atmosphere as a valuable carbon sink, whilst also
preventing the release of CO2 during peatland destruction. With
peatland projects having high additionally as profit from credit sales
are critical for their profitability.
Cons/Reasons for Uncertainty:
The additionality of projects can be questioned due to peatland
reversal, caused by inadequate peatland maintenance after project
verification or wider climate change damage, causing peatland
drainage and fires. Although verified peatland emissions reductions
offer a fixed level of reduced emissions, there are concerns
regarding estimating the exact emissions reduction of a project.
Wider SDG Impact:
Such projects potentially create local jobs, economic opportunities,
and strengthening land and water-based biodiversity.

Additionality
Rating:
Medium

SDG Rating:

High

Common SDGs such
Projects Support

Annex
Terminology
BEYOND CARBON NEUTRAL
The use of carbon credits to offset more emissions than the company is
currently creating or has created historically
CARBON NEUTRAL
The intention to offset corporate emissions in the short term through the
combination of emission reduction measures and the purchase of carbon
credits, but with the emphasis on the use of carbon credits given the short-term
nature of the claim
CARBON OFFSETTING
We define ‘carbon offsetting’ as payment to receive credit for a certified unit of
emission reduction or removal carried out by another actor. This emission
reduction could be carbon dioxide or any other polluting greenhouse gas.
NET ZERO
Longer term commitments with a greater emphasis on emissions reduction
activities in line with science-based emission reduction pathways, and the use of
carbon credits to offset residual emissions.

Sources
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/240/FCRP013_ySIQFWf.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/ets/docs/clean_dev_mechanism_en.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/Ranking-Carbon-Offsets-A-Primer-for-OrganizationalBuyers.pdf
https://trove-research.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Global-Carbon-Offset-Supply-4Dec.pdf
https://www.climatefocus.com/sites/default/files/A%20close%20look%20at%20the%20quality%2
0of%20REDD%2B%20carbon%20credits%20%282020%29%20V2.0.pdf
Comparing the Environmental Integrity of Emission Reductions from REDD Programs with
Renewable Energy Projects Andres B. Espejo 1,*, Maria Catalina Becerra-Leal 2 and Naikoa
Aguilar-Amuchastegui 3
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2021/05/04/carbon-offsetting-british-airways-easyjet-verra/
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab7397
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